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Hate Crime
Definition 
The term ‘hate crime’ is an umbrella term that covers an array of prejudice-based criminal activities where the perpetrator is motivated by personal feelings of hate or hostility towards specific tribes, races, communities, religions, or genders. Hate crimes are not just physical actions but also include verbal abuse, threats, and intimidations. For an act to fall under the category of hate crime, it should meet two essential criteria. The first is that the action should be considered illegal under the rule of law, and secondly, the act should be based on negative bias towards a specific group (Chakraborti, 2017). If no mitigation measures are placed in due time, hate crimes potentially pose serious security challenges, even causing wars in extreme situations.
Examples of Hate Crimes
The main feature of hate crimes, as discussed, is that the perpetrator’s actions are fuelled by prejudice towards a specific group of people in society. In Matthew Shepard’s case, an openly gay young University of Wyoming freshman who was attacked by two individuals, tied to a fence, and left for dead, several features relating to can hate crimes can be highlighted. First, as President Bill Clinton described, the perpetrators were full of hate, which was their main driving force (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2019). Secondly, the attack targeted an individual ascribing to a minority group in society. Matthew Shepard was an openly known gay student and a member of the LGBTQ society on campus. Thirdly, the perpetrators' actions, assault, and robbery are categorically illegal activities under the U.S. law.
For years, American society has struggled with incidences of racial profiling and attacks towards minority groups in society, mostly the black communities (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2019). In the Charleston church shooting, a shooter had joined a congregation at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church, a historically black church, for Bible study before drawing a gun and going ahead to massacre the congregation. The perpetrator, a known white supremacist, had complained of the blacks 'taking over' the U.S. before killing his victims. In this case, the perpetrator's actions were fuelled by his dislike of the African American race. Generally, white supremacists believe in the superiority of whites over other races. Therefore, the perpetrator's actions were directed towards a specific race and were based on feelings of hate towards the particular community. They classify the shooting as a hate crime (Karkhanis, 2018). 
Despite decades of relentless efforts to create equal opportunities for all servicemen and women in the U.S. military, it is still associated with inequalities and discrimination founded on racial and gender bias (Karkhanis, 2018). In Private Barry Winchell's case, a young soldier Winchell was tortured continuously by his roommate Fisher and his friend Glover for allegations of being gay. In this case, the victim underwent years of mental torture, verbal abuse, and constant threats, leading to his death from his roommate and friend. The case falls under hate crime since the motive behind the victim's murder is based on the hatred that the perpetrator had towards his victim due to his sexual orientation. Furthermore, the victim was continuously threatened and intimidated by his roommate and fellow service members at the barracks for being gay. Psychological torture also characterizes hate crimes (Karkhanis, 2018). 
Following the 9/11 attacks, the general American society developed a general hostility towards Muslims. Though not substantiated, this religious-oriented hatred came to life in North Carolina in 2015 when a Muslim gentleman, Barakat, was brutally killed in his apartment alongside his sister-in-law Razan by their neighbour (Karkhanis, 2018). The incident, orchestrated by an anti-theist gun enthusiast who regularly spoke about his dislike of religious beliefs and who constantly threatened the victims using a gun over parking space, fits all the traits of a hate crime. Reports compiled by the FBI later indicated that the incident was an anti-Muslim hate crime, one of the many commonly occurring religious-oriented hate crimes in America (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2019). 
Impact of Hate Crime in the Community
Recently, there has been public outcry over rampant racial profiling in America, especially in the wake of the inhumane killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police officers, not to mention numerous actions of white supremacists in the country. Assuming that the Charleston church shooting happened in my community, the incident would result in multiple impacts. At the community level, the incident would result in increased tensions. One of the victims in the massacre was Rev. Clementa Pinckney, a state Senator and a vocal activist who advocated for police accountability (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2017). Therefore, the murder of such an iconic and influential leader at the hands of a white nationalist would lead to violence and high tensions.
Additionally, racial prejudice adversely disrupts social capital, affects social equality in the implementation of social policies, and reduces community members' overall well-fare. The result is unparalleled development between the minority and majority group societies (Lee et al., 2015). On a personal level, such killings are bound to result in trauma. The tragic death of all of the victims, including the state Senator, would result in shock and disbelief, especially among the close friends and relatives. In his burial, President Barrack Obama delivered a heartfelt eulogy, a clear reflection, and an indication of the level of trauma that the incident caused among the general population (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2017). 

Community Response
Before taking his victims' lives, 21-year-old Dylann Roof explained his decision to them, claiming that he wanted to start a racial war since the blacks were taking over America. Therefore, to respond to such intentions, the community should organize social gatherings and peaceful demonstrations to bring together people from all walks of life and all races to collectively condemn attempts to create racial rifts (Chakraborti, 2017). Researchers argue that presenting a united front against common social problems like racially based hate crimes is an effective way of dealing with the issue. The other way that the community could respond is by conducting educational programs, teaching about equality. Inculcating social equality is one way of effectively dealing with issues of white supremacy in America (Chakraborti, 2017). 
Criminal Justice Organizations’ Response to Community Impact
As discussed, numerous impacts would be experienced if the Charleston church shooting were to occur in my community. To respond to these impacts, criminal justice organizations may undertake several activities to address the underlying issues and the ripple effects of the incident. For instance, in San Diego County, dealing with the tensions and violence that is bound to erupt in the community following the killings involves ensuring a continued presence of armed law enforcement officers who are standby to deal with opportunists who would take advantage of the situation and undertake criminal activities. The law enforcement officers are also mandated to cool the tensions down (National Center for Hate Crime Prevention. 2016). 
Additionally, since the criminal justice organizations in San Diego County are mandated to maintain community relations by continually keeping the public in the know. Racial hate crimes generally attract a vast social focus; therefore, maintaining constant community relations goes a long way in affirming the organizations' commitment to solving the crime (National Center for Hate Crime Prevention. 2016). Furthermore, such relations may also help the community overcome the possibility of crumbling social relations between the majority and minority communities. Finally, in instances like the Charleston church shooting, where the perpetrator fled the scene, maintain close social relations can be effectively used to identify and arrest the perpetrator. 
Preventive Action Plans
Hate crimes are one of the most commonly occurring crimes in America, and the results and impacts of these crimes are devastating. Therefore, everyone in the community has a role to play in stopping these crimes and ensuring safety. Stopping hate crimes in America may involve undertaking three major action plans (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2019). The first is developing community policing philosophies in American societies. These philosophies are based on fostering partnerships between law enforcement agencies and the community to combat, prevent, and respond to hate crimes. Secondly, there is a need for criminal justice organizations to have a deeper understanding of the problem. Agencies can use the SARA model to analyze and predict hate crimes. The third action is to conduct community-wide public awareness campaigns. Its aim ranges from identifying intolerances between community members to educating the public on the effects of hate crimes (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2019). 
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